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Certain observations on the international application 
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Box No, I Basis of the report 

1. With regard to the language, this report is based on the international application in the language in which it was 
filed, unless otherwise indicated under this item. 

□ This report is based on translations from the original language into the following language , 
which is the language of a translation furnished for the purposes of: 

□ international search (under Rules 12.3 and 23.1 (b)) 

□ publication of the international application (under Rule 12.4) 

□ international preliminary examination (under Rules 55.2 and/or 55.3) 

2 With regard to the elements* of the international application, this report is based on (replacement sheets which 
have been furnished to the receiving Office in response to an invitation under Article 14 are referred to in this 
report as "originally filed" and are not annexed to this report): 

Description, Pages 

-I -1 6 as originally filed 
Claims, Numbers 

1 -30 filed with telefax on 1 1 .03.2005 
Drawings, Sheets 

1 /B-6/B as originally filed 

□ a sequence listing andybr any related table(s) - see Supplemental Box Relating to Sequence Listing 

3. □ The amendments have resulted in the cancellation of: 

□ the description, pages 

□ the claims, Nos. 

□ the drawings, sheets/Figs 

□ the sequence listing (specify): 

□ any table(s) related to sequence listing (specify): 

4 □ This report has been established as if (some of) the amendments annexed to this report and listed below 
had not been made, since they have been considered to go beyond the disclosure as filed, as indicated in the 
Supplemental Box (Rule 70.2(c)). 

□ the description, pages 

□ the claims, Nos. 

□ the drawings, sheetsyfigs 

□ the sequence listing (specify): 

□ any table(s) related to sequence listing (specify): 

* If item 4 applies, some or all of these sheets may be marked "superseded. " 
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Box No V Reasoned statement under Article 35(2) with regard to novelty, inventive 
applicability; citations and explanations supporting such statement 



1. Statement 
Novelty (N) 



Inventive step (IS) 



Industrial applicability (I A) 



Yes: Claims 

No: Claims 

Yes: Claims 

No: Claims 

Yes: Claims 

No: Claims 



1-30 



1-30 



1-30 



2. Citations and explanations (Rule 70.7): 



see separate sheet 
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Re Item V 

Reasoned statement with regard to novelty, inventive step or industrial applicability; 
citations and explanations supporting such statement 

1 . Reference is made to the following documents: 

D2: US-A-3 753 315 
D3: US-A-2 288 678 

2. The document D2 discloses, see D2, col. 1 , line 43 till col. 2, line 56 and figs 1-3, (the 
references in parentheses applying to this document): 

An irrigation unit which includes a body which has an upper side, a lower side, a 
base (6) on the lower side, an outer wall which extends upwardly from the base 
and an inner wall which is engaged with and spaced from the outer wall, a cavity 
formed by the body, a reservoir (2) defined between the inner and the outer 
walls which has an inlet (3) thereto and an outlet (4) therefrom into the cavity, an 
open ended fluid passage (5) which has an upper end which terminates in the 
reservoir and a second lower end (13) which terminates in the cavity and a 
support formation in the cavity which has a platform (7, 8, 9) and a plurality of 
spacers (9a) engaged with the platform with which the platform is spaced from 
the base. 

3.2. The subject-matter of claim 1 therefore differs from this known irrigation unit in that it 
has an overflow formation which extending from the body through the platform is in 
communication with the cavity. 

3.3. The subject-matter of claim 1 is therefore new (Article 33(2) PCT). 

4. The problem to be solved by the present invention may therefore be regarded as to 
avoid the over watering of the plants in the container, their drown due to excessive 
normal watering or rain or that the vacuum formed in the tank is for whatever reason 
compromised (see description, page 1, paragraphs 3 and 4). 

4.1 . The solution to this problem proposed in claim 1 of the present application is 

considered as involving an inventive step (Article 33(3) PCT) because although D3 
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discloses a similar irrigation unit with an overflow formation extending from the body 
and which is in communication with the cavity, the platform disclosed in D2 neither 
has a hole through which the overflow formation of D3 could extend nor there is a hint 
in D3 which will make the man skilled in the art to think about a possible platform to 
displace the plant material and soil from the base in order to avoid the blockage or 
malfunction of the overflow formation or the problems related to excesive watering of 
the plants. 

5. Claims 2 to 30 are dependent on claim 1 and as such also meet the requirements of 
the PCT with respect to novelty and inventive step. 



PCT/Sepatate SheeV409 (Sheet 2) (EPO-January 2004) 



